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effect, as expeditiously as possible, the intentions of Parliament as expressed^ in the
Act, I have spoken of the responsibility of my countrymen at this present juncture,
but we who live and work here and who have position and influence in the public
life of this country have a great responsibility too during the coming months. It will
be our duty to guide public opinion in the highest interests of all classes of our
people.

Let us put aside all racial feelings, if such still exist, '-let us believe in each
other's sincerity of purpose to continue working towards the fulfilment of our
cherished hopes for the welfare and advancement of this country. I would ask you
to look around the world at the present time and amid all the troubles, anxieties
and possible dangers that we see in many countries and in diverse lands, we can
proudly feel that within the territories of the British Empire conditions are both
sound and stable and that we are slowly and steadily recovering from the world
depression which has so seriously affected us all.

For the greater part of my public life I have served the British Empire in its
oujtward parts and far the greatest number of years of that life have been spent in
this country which I have always looked upon as my second empire home. During
that life I have become more and more convinced that it is by the influence and
example of the friendship and close cooperation within our empire that we shall
more and more exercise and influence in securing peace and goodwill in what is
now a very distracted and unsettled world. With this in my mind let my last
word to hon, members at the close of this Parliament be a heartfelt prayer that
as our two races by fate or destiny were brought together long years ago to work
for the development and prosperity of India so in the future, and particularly in
the critical days that lie before us, Providence should guide us to still secure the
fulfilment of those political hopes and aspirations which many of us have striven
for many years,

NAVY (DISCIPLINE) BILL (OONTD.)

After the Viceroy's speech, CoL Lumby moved consideration of the Bill  providing

for   application   of the   Naval   Discipline   Act to   the   Indian   Navy   as   reported

by the   select   committee.    He   emphasised   that  iho   sole     principle   underlying

the   bill   was% mere   change   in   designation   and   would   not  commit   the House

to   any  additional  expenditure   upon   the   strengthening    or   equipment   of   the

Indian navy.   The effect of the  bill  would   be  indirectly    to   increase   the   status

and   efficiency   of   service.   This   was   the   first   step taken   to   provide   adequate

forces   to   carry out   the   local   naval   defence   of   India's   ports    and   shipping.

When   public    opinion     demanded    further    advance   in     this     direction     the

Government would not stand in the   way.   As   regards   Tndianisation,   they   would

regulate recruitment in proportion to one Indian to two  British officers.   At present

there were only three actually serving with the squadron. But they would soon have

14 officers to designate. As a result of the last debate on this bill there  has   been a

number of applications for service, When the bill became law it would be   definitely

laid down that the Indian naval forces be employed for purposes   in India alone and

not taken over by the Admiralty without consulting the   Indian   legislature  or   the

Indian Government as at present,

Sir Henry Gidney criticised the top-heavy expenditure over the royal marine
upon which they spent 15 lakhs. Why not take the Dufferin lads for the navy
and utilise all the avenues of recruitment to obtain the most suitable men ? The
present rate of Indianisation was a comouflage,

A brief debate followed in which Messrs. Jadhav, G. P. Singh, Ranga Iyer,
James and Jog joined in congratulating the Army -Secretary for his friendly attitude
in the select committee and acknowledged the benefit which the bill would confer
on the personnel of R. I. M. in the elevation of their status and Messrs. Jadhav,
G. P. biDgh and Jog urged the acceleration of Indianization.

CoL Lumby, replying to the debate, said that it 'had been definitely stated by the
Government that Indianization would proceed at the rate of one Indian to two
Europeans but as a matter of fact since 1926 the Government had exceeded that
promise by recruiting 14 officers instead of six when more than 14 officers would
be actually in service. The Government would consider the question of increasing
the proportion of one and three.

The motion was passed and the bill was passed clause by clause, there being
only one minor official amendment which was accepted. There was no debate on the
tnird reading and the bill was passed amidst applause, The House then adjourned,